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From inner
mind,not
outerspace.
COMMUNION:A TRUE STORY.

By WhitleyStrieber.Century.

299pp.$24.95.

Reviewer:

COLIN STEELE.

COMMUNION:

A TrueSto-ry was the
surprisenon-fic-

tion
best-seller

in America

in thefirsthalfof thisyear.Strie-

ber,
however,

is no
stranger

to the
best-seller lists,having previously

writtenthe
successfulhorrornov-

elsThe WolfenandThe Hunger

and the "nucleargothic"novel
War Day withJim

Kunetka.

WhitleyStrieber in Communion

tellsof the
arrival

in his
remote

log
cabinon Boxing Day 1985of small
"intelligent nonhumans"and his
subsequent experienceswith them.
He asksthe reader to

believe
he is

not a "UFOnut"and not
mentally

deranged.Strieber'sbackgroundin
science fiction and horrormakes
one wonderwhether the whole
thingwas a

carefully plannedpub-
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licitystuntwith lucrativeside-ef-

fects—
Communion received a $1

millionadvancepayment.

Strieber recognisesthe wide-
spreaddisbeliefhis accountwill
raise. Throughout

his narrativehe
questionshis

experiences

and sani-
ty, recallsthe eventsand earlier

ones underhypnosis,takeslie-de-

tectortests,consults
psychiatrists,

and avoids
over-sensationalising

his
"experience"

untilthe conclu-

sion.

The hypnosis revealed he was,
"oneof the

chosen"
and had been

visitedmanytimesin the past.

Why did the
"aliens" visitStriebfer

and whatis theirpurpose? Strieber

endsup witha
variety

of
answers,

including
a

hive-likegroupwho
haveonlybeenon Earthfora rela-

tively shorttimebutby theiroper-

atingin a
"time-warp"

havevisit-

ed Earth throughout

the agesand
have thus

imprintedtheirpresence

on human
consciousness.

Noneof the
publicity material

circulatedby Strieber's publishers

alludesto Strieber'spre-Commu-

nion
interviews,

for examplethose
givenin the "horror press". Doug-

las E. Winter in Facesof Fear
statesof Strieber:"the unwashed

mightfind him the
quintessential

paranoid"and that
Strieber's

in-
tentis "to staythe

progress

of
death". His novelsafterThe Hun-

ger
explored

the
invasion

of our
societyby alienracesand powers

thatwerecapableof a
parasitic

co-existencewith humanity.The
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more, therefore, one delvesinto
Strieber's backgroundthe more
one can findthe seedsof Commu-

nion.Thisis notto say
Strieber

is
intentionallyhoaxingthe reader,
but thatthe

elements
thatcometo

the fore in Communionhave al-

waysbeenpresentin
Strieber's

fic-
tionalwritingsand publicinter-
views,not leastan

increasing

mysticism

and a fearof an apoca-

lypse.

Communion will not convince

the
sceptics

but willand has con-
vertedthosewhowantto be con-
verted.It is perhapsno coinci-

dencethat Timothy Good'sAbove
Top Secret:the WorldwideUFO
CoverUp, just

released
in Britain

and a less "unified"book than
Strieber's,

has solda largenumber

of copiesby arguingthataliens
visitus

regularly

and thatgovern-

mentson a globalbasiskeeptheir
existencesecret. ArthurC. Clarke

has arguedthat such writers should

not simplybe regardedas cranks

but ratheras
potentialthreatsto

societywith their
unsubstantiated

claims.

Strieber'sCommunionis not

quiteon this political conspiracy

plane,althoughhis
historically

eclecticlast chapterleadshim to
believehe may be

"chosen"
to

save the world.Untilreal
scientifi-

cally
quantifiableevidenceis pro-

ducedthen Communioncan only
be

regarded

as a
meeting placefor

the
gullible

or a
traditional

pieceof
science fiction.
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